The cultures were then incubated for 48 h, after which the cells were stained with crystal violet and absorbance at 550 nm was measured spectrophotometrically.
Materials and methods

Cell cultures and method
Human RPE cells were acquired from keratoplasty donor eyes and were cultured in minimal essential medium (MEM D-Val, Sigma) containing 10% fetal calf serum and antibiotics, as previously described?1 Cells were used between the second and sixth passage. The cultures were then incubated for 48 h, after which the cells were stained with crystal violet and absorbance at 550 nm was measured spectrophotometrically.
Nitrite fonnation
Cells were treated with cytokine cocktail plus LPS at the indicated concentration in MEM. After 48 h, the amount of nitrite in cell-free culture supernatants was measured using the spectrophotometric method, based on the 
Results
Effect of SIN-l on RPE cell proliferation
We tested the effect of SIN-I, a compound known to IL-l-j3 + IFN 'Y + TNFa is used in combination with LPS, and the NO response is abolished by the nitric oxide synthase (NOS) inhibitor L-Name?3 We first tested the NO production response of RPE cells to cytokine cocktail + LPS. The cells were incubated with this mixture and biosynthesis of NO was measured based on the accumulation of the stable end-product, nitrite. Nitrite levels were measured after 48 h using the Griess reaction, and were rechecked after incubation with L-Name. The nitrite levels are illustrated in Fig. 2 . After confirming the synthesis of nitrite in certain wells, we measured the proliferation rate in these same wells with and without L-Name (Fig. 3) . As shown in Fig. 3 , there was no significant difference between these two groups, which proved that endogenous NO does not affect RPE cell proliferation.
Trypan blue test
To further investigate the cytostatic/cytotoxic effect of 
